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Vernon L. Smith Young Talent Award 2026 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The Society for Experimental Finance is proud to announce the call for submissions to the 2026 Vernon L. Smith Young Talent Award, awarding two times 4,000 Euros for the best research proposals in finance using experimental methodology.
Submission: Submit the attached form, including Part I, your name, affiliation, and contact details, and Part II, describing your experimental project. Please submit these in 2 separate pdf files, one for each part. Please send your completed application form to office@expfin.org with the subject “VSYA26 ‑ the applicant’s name”.
Deadline: The submission deadline for proposal submissions is 8 November 2026. 
Requirements: Your project is eligible for assessment if 
· You and your co-authors have received their PhD after 2020 or no PhD yet, are affiliated with a University or other research institution and are SEF members.
· Your project’s research question comes from a finance context, such as financial economics, corporate finance, household finance, or sustainable finance.
· Your proposal describes a proper experiment. Broadly speaking, an experiment is the observation of economic behavior under conditions the experimenter constructs and holds fixed, so that variables can be manipulated one at a time and outcomes attributed to specific causes. This control over the environment, the institutional rules, the information available to participants, and the incentives is precisely what distinguishes experimental data from naturally occurring field data. 
Funds: The funds are earmarked for running the experimental project that was submitted. Any resulting publication must acknowledge funding from the SEF through the VSYA.
Conference: We would be happy if the winner would present the project proposal and/or the results at the Experimental Finance conference in Pisa, Italy, in 2027.
Open Access: We expect the resulting publication to be Open Access. 
Decision: First, we will screen your submission for eligibility. Then, we will forward Part II to the panel. The panel members are Jürgen Huber (University of Innsbruck), Zwetelina Iliewa (University of Bonn), Tibor Neugebauer (University of Luxembourg), and Olga Rud (University of Stavanger). 
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Submission Form VSYA 2026
Part I: Will not be shown to reviewers.
Each author needs to sign the statement. Delete or add authors as you wish.
Authors
First Name 1:
Last Name 1:
Email 1:
Affiliation 1:
Statement: 	I have no PhD yet or received my PhD later than 2020. 

Signature: ________________________
First Name 2:
Last Name 2:
Email 2:
Affiliation 2:
Statement: 	I have no PhD yet or received my PhD later than 2020.

Signature: ________________________
First Name 3:
Last Name 3:
Email 3:
Affiliation 3:
Statement: 	I have no PhD yet or received my PhD later than 2020.

Signature: ________________________




[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll]Project ID: _____________  (will be added by SEF)

Part 2: Will be shown to reviewers.
Leave no personally identifying information. Any such information will disqualify this submission. Write into the boxes after the colons; the boxes will expand automatically. 

The working title of your project
Title:
Keywords:
JEL-Classification:
Abstract (Limit: 100 words):




Research question and hypotheses (Limit: 800 words)
a. State your overall research question(s) and its academic and societal relevance.
b. Briefly embed it in the respective literature. 
c. State and describe the necessary dependent (DV, outcome variable) and independent variables to answer your research question.
d. Describe the theoretical environment and the predictions for the relationship between the variables.
e. State your testable hypotheses. 
a:

b:

c:

d:

e:


Experimental design (Limit: 500 words)
Describe your experimental design and how it allows you to elicit the variables to test your hypotheses stated above.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Just to give a simple example: You want to test whether a dark-mode screen (treatment) reduces risk-taking (dependent variable). Hence, you implement the bomb risk elicitation task to measures risk taking, i.e., the number of boxes opened. That task is either shown on a standard screen (white background, black font) or dark-mode screen (black background, white font). ] 



Sample size, outliers and analysis (Limit: 800 words)
a. What is the envisioned participant pool? (students, socio-economic panels, Prolific,…)
b. How many observations do you need to collect for detecting a meaningful effect size?
c. Describe your rule of outlier detection and how to exclude observations (if any). 
d. Specify the analysis you will conduct to test your hypotheses.
a:

b:

c:

d:

Financial plan  (Limit: 300 words)
How will you make use of the funds? Briefly describe the financial plan of your proposal and how it determines your participants’ payment. Of course, you can also include funding from other sources you will tap into for your financial plan in addition to the VSYA.
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